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A lifelong love of music lives on as family of cyclist endows
a violin chair in the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra

GREENSBORO, NC – The wife and daughters of the late David Sherman have endowed a $40,000 violin chair in his memory to the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra.

An  avid runner, bicyclist and musician and a vice president of Sealy Inc. in Trinity,  Sherman was struck and killed on Oct. 24, 2009, while he was riding his bicycle along North Church Street near NC 150. He was 55.

The David Vincent Sherman Memorial Chair was endowed by Sherman’s wife, Ann, and daughters, Beth and Becky, out of Sherman’s love for symphony music and for the violin. The chair provides the funding for a violinist in the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra. 

“This was always in the forefront of David’s mind, and it was something we had always planned to do,” said Ann Sherman. “The Greensboro Symphony played an important role in his life and in the lives of a lot of people in our community and I felt like it was important for me to do this for him.”
Few people know that Sherman started out as a spectator and later became an active participant in symphonic music. Early in his professional career as an accountant, Sherman lived and worked in Daytona Beach, Florida, where he first became associated with symphony orchestras.  He served on the board of directors for the Daytona Beach Symphony.

David and Ann spent many Saturday nights listening to the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Stuart Malina and, later, Dmitry Sitkovetsky. They also attended concerts at the Eastern Music Festival, Grand Teton Music Festival and the Duke Performing Arts Center.

At the age of 48, Sherman decided to learn the violin. He studied privately and with a group of mostly young students through the Greensboro College Strings program led by Eve Hubbard. He was proud of his practice regimen, which involved an hour or two of practice each night after he got home from work.

Ann Sherman recalled that her husband scrupulously followed the dictates of the Suzuki Method, which requires its students to practice daily, no matter what. She said he would practice on business trips, arriving early at the airport so he could be first in line to safely store his violin in the overhead compartment.  

“Many times when we would take trips together, I would go to bed and he would continue to practice,” said Sherman.

He participated in recitals, often combating nervousness to play the Suzuki pieces in front of the parents of the children in his group. His wife recalled that her husband was usually more nervous than the children, and would often enlist the neighbors to listen to him play before the recital. 

Sherman was a serious student. During his summers, he studied chamber music at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and participated in Suzuki music camps. 

Wherever he went, he sought out the companionship of fellow musicians and established friendships with several members of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and each year, he made sure to direct a portion of his charitable giving to the symphony.

His longtime goal was to play with the Greensboro Philmarmonia and eventually to become a Suzuki instructor to share his love of the violin. He was able to realize his first goal and played with the Philharmonia during the 2008-2009 season. At the time of his death, he was in the midst of rehearsals for the first concert of the Philharmonia’s fall season.

Lisa Crawford, president and CEO of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra, said that Sherman is missed but that his family’s gift will help ensure that the music that he loved will continue.

“David Sherman was unusual in that it wasn’t enough for him to come to performances and experience the music,” said Crawford. “He truly wanted to participate, to get out of his seat in the audience and go up on stage and create. And he wanted to share and to teach, so that others would have the opportunity to experience what he had experienced. That’s his true legacy to us.”
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About the Greensboro Symphony Endowment Fund: The Endowment had its beginnings with the leadership of Symphony Guild President Rachel Hull Galyon, who was instrumental in raising $50,000 during the 1985-1986 season to contribute toward endowing the $250,000 Concertmaster’s Chair, which was completed in 1995. Guild Member Caroline Lee devoted more than 20 years to the growth and development of the fund. Guild Member Kay Edwards and Greensboro Symphony Orchestra Board Member Maurice Jennings launched a successful campaign to surpass the $1 million mark. During the 2001-2002 season, the fund surpassed $2.5 million with a special initiative spearheaded by Caroline M. Lee. In 2001, Barbara Cone led a secret campaign undertaken by Endowment donors to establish the Associate Concertmasters Chair in honor of Caroline M. Lee. Since 2006, Cathy and Garson Rice have served as co-chairs of the Endowment Committee which surpassed $3.8 million in 2008. Each year, a gift is made to the symphony for its annual operating budget. The most recent gift of $119,987 was received in February 2010.

