GREENSBORO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

200 North Davie Street, Box 10
Greensboro, North Carolina 27401

www.greensborosymphony.org
PRESS RELEASE

January 26, 2009



Contact: Lisa Crawford (336)335-5456 X 222

              Sheila Cauthen (336)335-5456 X 227
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Will the spell be broken? Greensboro Symphony’s last scheduled performance of Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 5 was canceled due to a fire in the War Memorial Auditorium which disrupted an hour before the performance.
January 29 and 31, 2009


Prokofiev’s 5th Symphony and Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 1 were scheduled to be performed on October 19, 1998.  However, the performance never took place due to a fire that broke out in the War Memorial Auditorium one hour before the performance.  The stage had been pre-set the day before for a performance of the Broadway Musical Chicago and one of the stage lights caused a curtain to catch on fire.  


The Symphony plans to break the spell this week-end with a different Rachmaninov Piano Concerto Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini for Piano and Orchestra featuring the return of pianist Konstantin Lifschitz who mesmerized the audience with a rare performance of Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 4 in October of 2005. This will be the first time the Prokofiev’s 5th Symphony has been programmed since the 1998 cancellation.
Konstantin Lifschitz, GUEST ARTIST

As a very small child, Konstantin Lifschitz became irresistibly attracted to the piano, playing by ear and improvising with total absorption for hours on end. This aptitude for his chosen instrument was so remarkable, that at five, he enrolled in the renowned Gnessin Special Middle School of Music.

In 1990 the Russian Culture Foundation awarded him a scholarship to perform in prominent music centers in Europe which brought him to the attention of Vladimir Spivakov. The latter arranged for Lifschitz to perform as soloist with the Moscow Virtuosi and tour in Japan performing Bach’s Concerto in D minor. At 13, Lifschitz presented a landmark recital in the chamber hall of the Russian Academy of Music. The capacity crowd responded with an overwhelming enthusiasm that even then established him as a major artist, ready to take his place alongside the masters of Russian piano legend. 

In 1994, Lifschitz presented his graduation recital from Gnessin Special Middle School of Music in Moscow – his program commenced with Bach’s Goldberg Variations. Denon Records recorded the 17-year-old in this deeply felt interpretation of his beloved Bach. This recording, when released in 1996, was nominated for a Grammy Award and moved critic Edward Rothstein (The New York Times) to regard Konstantin’s performance “the most powerful pianistic interpretation since Gould.” In 1995 he won the German Echo Classic Record Prize, as a “New Young Artist” of the year.

WHEN YOU GO:

Who:
“Dima” conducts the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra in concert with Konstantin Lifschitz.  

What:  Tchaikovsky’s_ Francesca da Rimini, Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini for Piano
and Orchestra, and Prokofiev’s Symphony no. 5.  

When: Thursday, January 29 at 7:30 PM and Saturday, January 31 at 8:00 PM

Pre-concert chats will be at 6:45 PM on January 29 and 7:00 PM on January 31.  

Where:  War Memorial Auditorium, 1921 W. Lee Street, Greensboro (in the Coliseum Complex)

SPECIALS
The January 31st concert will include a pre-concert performance on stage by the Grimsley High School orchestra.  The students are being mentored this week by members of the Greensboro Symphony and will perform two Russian works from 7:00 to 7:20 pm
