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3 Fervent Travelers

January 21, 22, 23, 2010

It’s not every day when you can learn about an upcoming “classical” concert by surfing through videos on YouTube. But with Time For Three (TF3), that is certainly the case. Their web site (www.tf3.com) even has links to a number of entertaining and informative videos of the “band”. You can see them in performance, informal gatherings and interviews. It is a great way to learn about these young musicians.
What will you hear watching these YouTube videos? Violinist Nick Kendall talks about his unusual musical roots: “I was in a hip-hop band and a funk band with my violin. And so for me to find other people who did something like me was very appealing.” Violinist Zach DePue talks about merging a conservatory mindset with today’s music: “We have a foundation of classical music. That’s where we  meet. It’s common ground. But our “Garage Band” mentality is to create our own music from scratch.” And bassist Ranaan Meyer adds: “I’m fortunate in my life to make music with people I really want to make music with. My team exists with people I really enjoy making music with and we meet on common ground. It’s fantastic.”

Hair-Raisingly Fast Notes

The concert will feature a new concerto written for TF3. Like the trio, Jennifer Hidgon, the composer of “Concerto 4-3”, is fairly young (b. 1962). Still, she has been nominated for a Grammy and has been commissioned by the San Francisco Opera. The piece was jointly commissioned by the Philadelphia Orchestra, Pittsburg Symphony, and Wheeling Symphony, and was premiered in 2008.
A recent review of a performance of Concerto 4-3 by the Indianapolis Symphony notes: “Higdon proved once again she knows how to write ‘public music’— art music for the classically inclined masses. From the opening “The Shallows,” speeding like a nimbly rhythmic express train, connected to “Little River” via an A minor trio cadenza, the former beginning with a lovely bass solo and projecting lyric passages and singing lines, then leading to an exuberant, rapid-note finale, “Roaring Smokies,” Higdon gathered in the musical currents of our times and created art.”
But, returning to YouTube, it might be better to hear Higdon talk directly about the work. “It’s very melodic. It’s fun. It’s energetic. It’s very tonal. And it sounds very American.” And what about how TF3 plays it? “It’s hair-raising to watch them because they are playing a lot of notes really fast.”

Launch of New CD Tour 
Tf3 will release its latest album 3 Fervent Travelers on E1 Music January 26th, but the launch of the CD Tour will be here in Greensboro on January 21, 22, and 23. “This album represents what we are all about as a group! It captures the energy and vibe of our live shows and bottles it. We are excited to share that feeling with audiences outside the concert halls.”  Symphony audience members will be the first to have the opportunity to hear Tf3’s new work and the CDs will be available for purchase.
The talented trio will open the concert with music that is about as old as could be played for violins, bass, and orchestra by the Venetian master, Antonio Vivaldi.  They will be joined by the Symphony’s own Dmitry Sitkovetsky in the Italian composer’s Concerto for Three Violins and Continuo. 

Whether it is the music of Vivaldi, Jennifer Hidgon, or their own improvisatory “Jams”, Time for Three will have a youthful enthusiasm that will be nothing but infectious. The YouTube generation may have just found its first classical stars.
WHEN YOU GO:

Who:
“Dima” conducts the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra in concert with Time for Three.  

What:  Vivaldi: Concerto for 3 Violins Higdon Concerto 4-3, Time for Three Jams 
and Schubert’s Symphony No. 9 “The Great”.  

When: Thursday, January 21 at 7:30 PM at War Memorial Auditorium

Saturday, January 23 at 8:00 PM at Dana Auditorium (Guilford College)
Pre-concert chats will be at 6:45 PM on January 21 and 7:00 PM on January 23.  

Where:  War Memorial Auditorium, 1921 W. Lee Street, Greensboro (in the Coliseum Complex)

Dana Auditorium (Guilford College) 5800 West Friendly Avenue
Prices: $36, $31, $26, $21 (Senior discount $2) Students $5 

RICE TOYOTA SITKOVETSKY AND FRIENDS CHAMBER SERIES

WHO: Dima, Time for Three, Scott Rawls, Noah Hock, Beth Vanderborgh, John Fadial
WHAT: Mendelssohn Octet  and Time for Three Improvisation

When: Friday, January 2, 2010 at 8:00 pm

Where: UNCG School of Music Recital Hall

Prices: $25 (STUDENTS $5)

How to get tickets:  Call the Box Office at 336-335-5456 x 224, visit the Coliseum Box office  or order online at www.ticketmaster.com or call Ticketmaster at 852-1100
SPECIALS
January 21 is College Nite, all College students receive free tickets and free parking, register at college@greensborosymphony.org
