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Celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 12
With the Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem Symphonies!

By David L. Nelson

If you have not yet made Valentine’s Day plans, read on. The best gift that people can share on Valentine’s Day weekend may not be chocolates or flowers, but music. The Greensboro Symphony will be joined by members of the Winston-Salem Symphony for an evening of some of the greatest love songs and love duets from the Broadway stage. The conductor will be the Triad’s own Robert Moody, who shared some of his thoughts about the concert and music making with me recently.
“The idea of the concert is to make a survey of Broadway starting with the golden era of Rogers & Hammerstein and Lerner & Lowe. We’ll play songs from ‘Carousel,’ ‘Oklahoma,’ and ‘Showboat,’ and then finish the first half with several numbers from ‘West Side Story.’ After intermission, the concert focuses on the Broadway of the last thirty years with music from ‘A Little Night Music,’ ‘Sweeney Todd,’ ‘The Phantom of the Opera,’ ‘Cats,’ ‘She Loves Me,’ and ‘Jesus Christ Superstar.’” 
Direct from the Broadway Stage

The Broadway evening will feature two versatile and dynamic singers. Jenn Raither-Newman has sung with Bob Moody several times, including concerts with his Phoenix Symphony and Portland Orchestra.  “She does a lot of these pops, Broadway, jazz shows, and is very good at them.  Sharing the stage is the tenor, Joe Cassidy. Bob describes Joe as “quite the Broadway star. He starred in ‘Les Miserables’ (on Broadway) for several years as Jean Valjean. Last year, he was one of the two leads in the musical ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,’ next to John Lithgow. And this fall, he will be back on Broadway in the lead role of ‘Catch Me If You Can,’ a new musical based on the Leonardo DeCaprio/Tom Hanks movie. So you can see he has a very serious working Broadway career.” And he’s coming to Greensboro this week.

Triad Partnerships
Combining the two Triad orchestras for a concert is not a new idea. Bob continues, “The evening of Broadway is a little variation on something that Dima (Dmitry Sitkovetsky) and I did a couple of years ago when the two orchestras joined forces for a performance of Richard Strauss’s ‘Ein Heldenleben.’ Now we’re doing that for Broadway. Both of us really enjoy the collaboration between the two orchestras. There is so much good will between the two ensembles that it’s exciting to do this kind of concert.” 

There seems to be an atmosphere of competition everywhere these days, whether it is Republicans vs. Democrats, Apple computers vs. PC’s, or even Wake Forest vs. Duke. The conductors of the two orchestras know that competition works for some things, but not music or the arts: “Dima and I both know that the only win-win situation for the arts in the 21st century is collaboration, and it’s very enjoyable to be part of this.”

As we talked, the conductor stressed that he wanted to promote the idea that there is no wall between Forsyth and Guilford counties. Bob’s enthusiasm was especially evident when I asked him for some final words about the concert: “It’s an exciting collaboration. It always is when two terrific orchestras meet. We’ve got a great show and two great artists. We’ll have a great time.” And so will the audience.

Concert info:

What: Annual Valentine’s POPS Concert

When: February 12, 2010 at 8:00 PM
Where: Westover Church, 505 Muirs Chapel Road, Greensboro NC

Ticket Prices: $36, $31, $26, $21 ($2 off for seniors, $10 for Students with valid ID)

FOR TICKETS:

Call 336.335.5456, Ext. 224 
Visit the Greensboro Coliseum Box Office, 1921 West Lee Street

www.ticketmaster.com
Lowe’s Food Stores
www.greensborosymphony.org
