Best New Year’s Eve Party in Town 

By David L. Nelson

Concert Halls and Opera Houses sometimes reinvent themselves for a special evening. Orchestra Hall in Boston is the concert venue for the Boston Symphony Orchestra. But, when that orchestra calls itself the Boston Pops and plays a lighter fare, the formal concert seating is replaced with small tables and chairs like a large Parisian café. A parallel metamorphosis happens to the staid Vienna State Opera House for the famous Opera Ball: the orchestra seats are removed and a huge dance floor is erected for a long night of waltzing.

Greensboro’s own War Memorial Auditorium will not undergo such a radical shift, but the sounds of Salsa and Latin Rhythms by West End Mambo will create a party atmosphere in the same space the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra performs. And there’s much more.

Concert Hall to Cocktail Bar

When I attend Greensboro Symphony concerts, I often have to hurry to finish my drink (usually water) before entering the auditorium. And I would not even think of trying to smuggle a candy bar or some potato chips past the eagle-eyed ushers who help me find my seat and give me a program. 

Finishing food and drink in the lobby will not be a concern on New Year’s Eve.  For the first time, we will be allowed – even encouraged – to bring our drinks and food into the hall to hear West End Mambo. After all, hearing a Latin band on New Year’s Eve without enjoying food and libations would be like watching the Super Bowl without beer and copious snacks.
Greensboro’s Studio 54

Of course, anyone who has heard the red-hot rhythms of Salsa and Latin Music knows it is virtually impossible to sit still during this fiery music.  Those unable to keep their feet still can move to a nearby aisle and dance to a sultry mambo or rumba. And the front of the stage – the raised orchestra pit for operas – will be lowered to floor level to form a large dance floor.  Studio 54 should be jealous!
Sharing the stage with the fabulous West End Mambo will be some terrific Salsa dancers who really know how to move to these sensuous rhythms. It will be a feast for the eyes.
From Nicaragua with love

West End Mambo’s musical director and bass player is Cesar Oviedo, a native Nicaraguan. Trained at the Central American country’s National Conservatory of Music, he has performed Latin music extensively in his home country, Miami, California, and even in Japan. Las Vegas recognized his skill as a musical director and hired him to lead Tropical Splash in the gambling Mecca.  The other members of the eleven-piece Latin band are also terrific performers including Jose Sanchez (timbales, congas, backup vocals) who has shared the stage with Bela Fleck and the Flecktones and Steve Blake (saxophones, arranger) who has played with The Four Tops and The Temptations. 
This will be a far cry from Guy Lombardo and the Royal Canadians playing “Auld Lang Syne.” The evening will be a feast for the senses. Partiers will enjoy food, drink, dancing (or just watching terrific dancers), and fiery Latin music. War Memorial may never be the same!
